PEMBROKESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Information for Parents and Carers
Weapons in Schools and Education Settings
Keeping children, young people and staff safe
	Why are we providing this information?
Pembrokeshire County Council has guidance to help schools and education settings respond consistently, safely and supportively when a weapon is present or reasonably suspected. The approach puts immediate safety first while recognising that a child involved in an incident may also need safeguarding, assessment and support.



If a weapon is suspected
The school will assess the information available and the immediate level of risk.
Where there are reasonable grounds to suspect that a learner has a weapon, the school will follow its searching and safeguarding procedures and current Welsh Government guidance.
Any search must be carried out lawfully, sensitively and with regard to the learner’s dignity and safety.
Parents or carers will normally be informed about a search and any subsequent action, unless doing so would create a safeguarding risk or conflict with police advice.
If a weapon is found
The school will take immediate steps to keep learners and staff safe and will contact Dyfed-Powys Police when required.
Parents or carers will be contacted as soon as it is safe and appropriate to do so.
The incident will be recorded and considered as a safeguarding matter. The circumstances, level of risk and needs of all learners involved will be reviewed.
Where appropriate, the school may work with Pembrokeshire County Council and partner services, including Youth Justice/Prevention, Youth Service, Children’s Services and other support services.
	Important
A child who brings or is suspected of bringing a weapon into an education setting will be held accountable in line with school policies, but the response will also consider why the incident happened, whether the child is at risk, and what support or safety measures are needed to prevent further harm.



Incident review and safety planning
Following a weapon-related incident, the school may arrange a meeting. Parents/carers may be asked to attend with their child. The purpose is to:
understand what happened and the context of the incident;
hear the child or young person’s views;
identify safeguarding, wellbeing or support needs;
agree a proportionate safety plan for the learner, other learners and staff;
coordinate support with other agencies where appropriate; and
consider how education can continue safely, including seeking local-authority inclusion advice where necessary.
Lockdown or critical incidents
In a serious incident, a school may activate its lockdown or critical-incident procedures. If this happens:
follow the school’s official communications and instructions;
do not attend the school to collect your child unless the school tells you it is safe to do so;
do not call the school during the incident unless specifically asked, because telephone lines may be needed for the emergency response; and
wait for confirmed information about collection arrangements or any change to the end of the school day.
	In an emergency
Schools will contact the emergency services where there is an immediate risk of serious harm. Parents and carers should follow instructions issued by the school or emergency services.



How parents and carers can help
Talk to your child about the serious risks and consequences of carrying a weapon.
Encourage your child to tell a trusted adult if they are worried about a weapon, threats, exploitation, bullying or pressure from others.
Share relevant information with the school promptly where it may help keep a child or the school community safe.
Engage with safety planning and support offered after an incident.
Need to speak to someone?
Please contact your child’s school or education setting in the first instance. The school can seek advice from Pembrokeshire County Council Safeguarding in Education and other local services where required.
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